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Saigon Sees No Gain in Kremlin Shifts 
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By John Maffre 
u e Washington Post Foreign Service 

SAIGON, Oct. 16— South 
Viet-Nam, baffled over the 
future of its own disrupted 
overnment, was even more 
the dark today about the 
viet shakeup, especially 
garding its effects on North 
.et-Nam’s position between 
,p Soviet Union and China. 
[As one government official 
[id with tongue only partly 
check, the long-range ’ ef- 
[cts could only be poor. His 
asoning: relations between 
kina and the U.S.S.R. are so 
d that any change could be 
ily an improvement, and 
ything that eased North 
et-Nam’s situation could 
rdly profit South Viet-Nam. 
[But pepple in the govern- 
|ent, like officials of the 
S. Embassy here, professed 
be as mystified by Mok-- 
|w’s maneuverings as by the 
zantine intrigues that befe 
3ud the proposed switch o: 
outh Viet-Nam’s government 
irom military to civilian sta- 
tus. 

feould Bring Aid 

In fact, repercussions from 
kita S. , Khrushchev’s re- 
jval could hardly have a 
ceptivl eeff.ee t . on the 
jurse of the insurgency here 
rected by-[Nki®^yiet ; Nam:. 
egardless of 'fefedeblogical 
'"it, both giant Communist 
a d e r s support “national 
of liberation.” 

Ilf by some unlikely chance 
|e Soviet Union and Chian 
re to reach a rapproch- 


ement, North Viet-Nam might 
benefit again by increased 
Russian military and deve- 
lopment aid. Such aid has 
been a casualty of the rift 
that obliged North Viet-Nam 
to accept Chinese “guidance” 
formally last year by refusing 
to sign the partial nuclear 
test-ban treaty. 

Despite Ho Chi Min h’s 
known preference fo Mos- 
cow’s side in the quarrel with 
Peking, the facts of life— a 
geography— impose on Hanoi 
and acceptance of Red Chi- 
na’s embrace, even though it 
has all the tenderness of a 
bear hug. -j. 

However, the Soviet . lead! 
ef ship changes occupy Sail 
gon’s attention far less than! 


High National Council to| 
produce a long-awaited dr; 


armed forces should ack- 
nowledge the noble and vital 
role of the armed forces and 
reserve a place of honor for 
it in the future government,” 
the statement said. 

This, in Vietnamese con- 
t e x t, sounded suspiciously 
like a demand for a war Ca- 
binet or directorate parallel 
with and ungoverned by the 
civilian administration. It 
also sounded as though 
Khanh had himself in mind 
to run this body in the even 
he failed to become chief of 
the new administration. 

To some here, this appeaed 
to presage a possible return 


the continuing. failure of thel to something like the short- 


lived Aug. 16 suspension of 
[civilian government. That led 


charter or constitution forlfwo weeks later to nation- 
the expected civilian gover-®™ 1 ® demonstrations and. the 
nemtn. 


And this worry was com- 
ounded late today by a 
yptic communique \ from 
’rentier Nguyen Khanh vir-| 
trally requesting untouchable 


ollapse of Khanh’s military 
[unta. 

The U.S. Embassy is con- 
cerned about this develop- 
ent, although spokesmen 
e reserving comments until 


status for the armed forces iri hi o r e precise details of 
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any -new government setup. 
Sounds Like’ Demand- . 

Khanh’s statenieiit, issued 
after Ai-call, on the' Council at 
Gia i-Long Palace,' claimed 
V-i e t'- N a m-’s "fighting men 
“must' be properly encou- 
raged” to combat Commu- 
nism. 

“Therefore the civilian 
government to which power 
will be returned by the 


Kkanh’s thinking become 
available. 

- The new charter,-, which has 
been expected 1 daily all this 
week, will not be forthcoming 
how until sometime ti e x t 
week, according to a Council 
spokesman, -today. This means 
the draft constitution, one of 
many duties assigned the 
Council last month, will be 
appearing much closer to the 
Oct. 27 deadline by which a 
civilian government is sup- 
posed to^begin functioning. 

Greater Concern Seen 


prospect that the Council has 
in fact completed one or 
more versions of the charter, 
but that its emphasis on civi- 
lian control is not acceptable 
to Khanh and a large seg- 
ment of other senior officers. 

U.S. Ambassador Maxwell 
D. Taylor, who saw Khanh 
earlier today and who has 
kept in touch with political 
officials during the week, 
seeme dto be more concerned 
with emergence . of a stable 
government than in hair- 
splitting insistence upon ci- 
vilian supremacy in the Bri- 
tish of American tradition. 


Expectations are, however, 
that students and Buddhists 
are - not unduly- concerned 
about extending the deadline, 
and Biiddist leader Tieh Tri 
Quang has stated that the 
Council should continue be- 
yond the deadline' until its 
task is achieved. 

Of greater concern is the 



